
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



REVIEWS. 

China in Transformation. By Archibald R. Colquhoun. 
New York and London, Harper & Brothers, 1898. — x, 397 pp. 

Mr. Colquhoun's latest book is a clear and masterly elaboration of 
an argument which may be summarized as follows : — 

During the secular, persistent march of Russia towards the east, 
her eye has always been fixed on China to the southward. Recent 
events have enabled her, not only to secure for herself long-coveted 
" ice-free " Pacific ports of strategic value, but also to make herself 
practical mistress of Manchuria, while she holds Corea at her mercy. 
Unless stopped by some strong combination of other powers, she 
must continue her southward movement, until she has absorbed the 
whole of China, when she will be the mistress of the world. 

Russia is conquering by modern methods the kingdom of Genghis, and the 
Russian Tsar, once Emperor of China, will take the place of the Tartar 
conquerors, who carried fire and sword throughout Europe, and eastern, 
western and southern Asia. 

In his introduction Mr. Colquhoun proposes to treat the interna- 
tional problem presented by the affairs of China 

from the point of view of the English-speaking and Teutonic races, because 
there is an obvious community of interest as well as community of sentiment 
among them, which may be expected in the long run to constitute a perma- 
nent factor in the world's affairs. 

Convinced, as he is, that the immediate destinies of mankind are 
largely dependent on these movements in China, he feels that, in the 
ultimate grouping of the powers, the Teutonic peoples will be on one 
side and the Slav-Latin on the other, thus leaving Japan as a medi- 
ating factor of great influence in the evolution of the Pacific states. 
And, in the very last paragraph of his book, he addresses these words 
to the people of the British Empire : 

Shall we not face Russia now, rather than allow ourselves to be first 
replaced by her in China, and then engulfed in the resulting deluge ? . . . 
If Britain be but true to herself, and draw the Anglo-Teutonic races to her 
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side, she has still the means of averting this danger, which threatens the 
whole of those races, through the domination of the world by the Slav power. 

The author emphasizes the enormous force of such a movement of 
the whole Russian people, because it goes on, patiently and steadily, 
in spite of temporary checks, under the direction of an autocrat, who 
needs to consult only a few able counsellors. On the other hand, he 
points out that the foreign policy of Great Britain (and, we may our- 
selves add, of the United States) depends solely on the sanction of 
public opinion in the nation at large. In this connection it seems 
to the present reviewer that Lord Salisbury's recent Chinese policy, 
which has been called temporizing, drifting, shiftless or delusive, 
must be explained by the prime minister's conviction that no strong 
current of British public opinion exists in favor of going to war with 
Russia over the integrity of China. However great may be the future 
peril to England, the nation is not yet ready to avert it by armed force, 
with so many other irons already in the fire. Mr. Colquhoun him- 
self acknowledges that, as England has " only a certain reserve fund 
to draw from," it is useless for her to talk of safeguarding her inter- 
ests in the Far East, if she is bent on empire-making in Central Africa. 
But, now that his countrymen have awakened to the fact that their 
interests in China are wholly commercial, not territorial, he urges 
that in this field lies their best, if not their only, chance of great 
trading expansion. 

He believes that the policy of the mercantile maritime nations 
(meaning Great Britain, the United States and Germany) should be 
to strengthen their position and influence in Peking, with a view to 
keeping open a market of three hundred and fifty millions of people. 
China must be induced, " by pressure if necessary," to adopt meas- 
ures advantageous to all the world, including herself. Foreign enter- 
prise and capital should be allowed to open up the country, by means 
of railways on land and steamers on every navigable waterway ; for 
these are the necessary preliminaries to administrative reforms. 
Such reforms will follow as a natural consequence, when efficient 
communications exist, and it is useless for the Chinese government 
to attempt them sooner. The mines of central and southern China 
must be exploited, while capitalists, manufacturers and merchants 
must be alert, with assurances of every possible support by their 
governments. 

Now is the time [he says] to press on China a comprehensive policy of open- 
ing the country. In pressing such measures the mercantile powers would 
be on solid ground, more especially if what was urged were not exclusive, 
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but for the evident security of China, and the prosperity of her entire for- 
eign trade. . . . No surer method of supporting China can be devised 
than the introduction of the capital of Britain, the United States and Ger- 
many, the chief commercial nations of the world. 

It should be observed here that, since the publication of Mr. Col- 
quhoun's book, the governments of Russia and Great Britain have 
come to an agreement, whereby Russia engages not to seek for her- 
self or for others, nor to obstruct others in obtaining, any railway 
concessions in the basin of the Yangtsze River, and England makes 
a similar engagement in respect of territory north of the Great Wall 
of China. The final clause of the agreement is as follows: 

The two contracting parties, having nowise in view to infringe in any way 
the sovereign rights of China on existing treaties, will not fail to communi- 
cate to the Chinese Government the present arrangement, which, by avert- 
ing all cause of complications between them, is of a nature to consolidate 
peace in the Far East, and serve the primordial interests of China herself. 

This agreement, although referring only to railways, will give breath- 
ing time to all concerned, but it can hardly be said to avert all causes 
of complication between Russia and Great Britain. Its value lies per- 
haps rather in showing some disposition on the part of both powers 
to deal with each question on its merits, when and as it arises. At 
this present writing, any prediction as to its practical working would 
be premature. 

In order to prepare the reader to grasp the full significance of the 
argument outlined above, Mr. Colquhoun devotes the larger part of 
his work to a terse, but comprehensive and accurate, summary of the 
latest information as to the geography of China, its economic condi- 
tions, the character of its government, institutions and people, and the 
possibilities of material development under wise guidance. 

Questions may, no doubt, be raised as to the chance of bringing 
Mr. Colquhoun's scheme of concert between the three great commer- 
cial maritime powers within the domain of practical politics. On the 
other hand, certainly so far as the United States are concerned, 
objectors may fairly be asked to suggest any alternative which prom- 
ises to be more workable. But, aside from individual opinions on 
this point, Mr. Colquhoun's book is an important contribution to 
knowledge, and deserves careful study by every one interested, either 
as a student or as a man of affairs, in one of the greatest international 
problems of the day. Francis B. Forbes. 

Boston, Mass. 



